CONSENT STATEMENT

Pilot Administration of ______________________ Survey

You are invited to complete a survey on _________________. You were selected as a possible participant simply because you are available at this time. We ask that you read this form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to complete the survey.

This pilot study is being conducted by students as part of the requirements for a Survey Research Methods course at the University of Minnesota.  This pilot administration of the survey is important for learning about the techniques of using pilot results for the improvement of survey instruments.  The results will not be used in any report now or later.

Background Information:

The purpose of this survey is: [ Explain research question and purpose in lay language ]

Procedures:

If you agree to participate, you will be asked to complete a short survey.  The survey should take about 10 minutes.

Risks and Benefits of Being in the Study:

There are no immediate or expected risks for participating in the survey.  The survey is completely anonymous and confidential.  Once your responses are entered into an electronic file, the original survey form will be destroyed.

There are also no immediate or expected benefits for you for participating in the survey.  Your participation will allow the survey researcher to learn about the conduct of survey research and the use of pilot data for the improvement of survey instruments.

Confidentiality:

The records of this study will be kept private. No reports will be published or publicly available. 

Voluntary Nature of the Study:

Your decision whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future relations with the University. If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw at any time without affecting those relationships. 

Contacts and Questions:

The researcher conducting this study is ____________________.  You may ask any questions you have now. If you have questions later, you may contact them at _____________________________________.  You may also contact the course instructor, Lija Greenseid, at 612-625-0372.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the study and would like to talk to someone other than the researchers, contact Research Subjects’ Advocate line, D528 Mayo, 420 Delaware Street S.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455; telephone (612) 625-1650.

You may have a copy of this form to keep for your records.

